
And Ye Shall Be as Gods 

Reviewed by Literary Titan  

 
 

And Ye Shall Be as Gods by Jan Notzon presents a 

compelling blend of narrative, philosophical exploration, 

and elements of mystery. The story centers around Jacob 

Kazmareck, who embarks on a multifaceted journey of 

self-discovery, healing his adoptive sister, and grappling 

with his relationship with God. Throughout the novel, 

readers are introduced to significant philosophical 

questions. Notzon addresses these questions in a 

personal and comprehensible manner, offering their own 

interpretations while leaving room for reader engagement. 

The novel delves into the theme of anti-Semitism, making 

it particularly pertinent in today’s context. It encourages 

readers to reflect on profound human questions, similar to 

those that Jacob confronts: the essence of humanity, our 

inclination towards accepting hatred as a norm, and the 

nature of good and evil. Jacob’s intricate thought 

processes and his philosophical quest for truth are portrayed, culminating in the revelation that the 

pursuit of certainty is, ironically, one of the greatest evils. This theme resonates with the book’s title, 

which alludes to Satan’s promise to Adam and Eve, suggesting a parallel between humans and deities 

in their capacity for pettiness and hate. 

While the book invites readers to engage more deeply, Notzon’s rich and advanced vocabulary, used 

creatively, adds a unique layer to the reading experience. This is evident in phrases like “insouciant 

nutmeg,” which offer a distinctive twist to conventional descriptions. Blending sophisticated language 

with diverse subjects enriches the narrative and encourages readers to explore the text more 

thoughtfully, even if it occasionally presents interpretative challenges. 

And Ye Shall Be as Gods depth and thought-provoking nature reward the reader with a rich story that 

encourages introspection and personal interpretation of the philosophical queries it raises. The book 

offers a unique and reflective journey for those willing to navigate its complex language. 
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